
B O A T I N G / B O A T  
O P E R A T I O N S  

A  G U I D E  T O  P R O T E C T I N G  W A T E R  
Q U A L I T Y  I N  K I N G  H A R B O R  

MAINTENANCE 

• Keep engines well tuned and efficient. 

• Regularly inspect lines and hoses for leaks  
and deterioration. 

• Keep oil-absorbent pads in the engine      
compartment. 

• Use drip pans under any equipment that 
might leak. 

• Don’t use solvents or toxic chemicals to clean 
engines or wash parts over the water. 

FUELING 

• Fuel slowly to prevent overflows. 

• Do not top off tanks. 

• Fill tanks to 90% capacity to allow for fuel 
expansion. 

• Do not insert a clip to allow freely flowing 
fuel. 

• Hold the fuel dispenser by hand. 

• Use absorbent pads to catch spills and drips. 

BILGE WATER 

• Prevent oil from entering the bilge. 

• Soak up any oil that enters the bilge using     
oil-absorbent pads or pillows. 

• Secure absorbents to prevent clogging the 
bilge pump and sensor. 

• Use a pump-out facility to discard oily water. 

• Do not pump contaminated water overboard. 

• Properly dispose of saturated absorbents as 
hazardous waste. 

SEWAGE 

• Use onshore restrooms whenever possible. 

• Do not discharge sewage into the water. 

• Store sewage in holding tanks until proper            
disposal at a pump-out facility is possible. 

• Use a portable toilet on boats without a  
built-in toilet. 

 
 

CLEANING 

• Undertake small or moderate jobs in the    
water and large projects in the boatyard. 

• Use tarps to contain spills. Use brooms or      
vacuums to collect debris for proper disposal. 

• Conduct sanding, hull scraping, and          
stripping onshore or over a drop cloth. 

• Reduce the need for soap products by       
scrubbing and rinsing with fresh water. 

• Use only phosphate-free, chlorine-free,      
and biodegradable products. 

• Conduct non-abrasive 
cleaning frequently to      
reduce marine growth. 

• Avoid abrasive           
bottom-side cleaning. 

TRASH 

• Do not dump refuse or plastics into the water. 

• Store refuse in suitable containers for            
appropriate disposal on land. 

• Recycle whenever possible. 
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Best Management Practices (BMPs) are activities, facilities, and procedures that prevent or  
reduce pollutants in discharges to storm drains. BMPs include education and outreach,  
proper planning of projects, proper cleaning of catch basin inlets, and proper sludge or    
waste handling and disposal. 

To find the nearest pump-out facility or dump  
station or for local used oil and hazardous   

waste disposal locations visit www.cleanup.org 

 or call 1 (800) CLEANUP 

Harbor Patrol can answer questions regarding 
water safety and boating                  

(310) 318-0632 

DOCK ACTIVITIES 

• Boater supplies should be stored in such a 
way to maximize dock accessibility. 


