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INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETION OF BUILDING HEIGHT CERTIFICATE, 

SURVEY AND BUILDING CROSS-SECTION   
 
PURPOSE OF THIS CERTIFICATE: 
 
The approval of a “Building Height Certificate” along with two supporting documents (survey and 
building cross-section) is required following the framing of the roof, but prior to the placement of 
roofing materials, for all new structures that are built within two feet of the maximum height limit of 
the Land Use Zone. 
 
DEFINITIONS: 
 
“Building Height” means the vertical distance as measured continuously along a line at existing grade bisecting the 
width of the lot to the highest point of a building or structure. 
 
“Existing Grade” means the surface of the ground or pavement at a stated location as it exists prior to disturbance in 
preparation for a construction project. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS:  
 
1. The following documents must be prepared and signed by a licensed Land Surveyor or 

Engineer licensed to prepare surveys: 
 
a) Prepare and sign the attached “Building Height Certificate.” 
 
b) Prepare a survey of the subject property that includes the location of the line bisecting the 

site and the existing grades along the line bisecting the site. Spot elevations throughout the 
site should also be shown on the survey.  Plot the footprint of the new structure on the 
survey, including all setbacks from property lines. Survey and plot the highest elevations, 
above existing grade along the bisecting line, at all the critical points (i.e. points within two 
feet of the maximum height limit) of the new structure. 

 
c) Prepare a cross-section of the structure as it exists along the line bisecting the site.  Also 

show the existing grade, the maximum height permitted within the zoning district, and all of 
the highest points (within two feet of the maximum height limit) of the new structure, as 
measured along the bisecting line. 

 
2. Submit two (2) copies of each of the three (3) documents to the Planning Department for 

approval. 
 
3. File one set of the approved documents with the Building Department and keep one set for 

your records. 
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“BUILDING HEIGHT CERTIFICATE” 

 
 
I hereby certify that I have surveyed the structure at (address)_________________________, Redondo 

Beach, California, on (date)_______________.  I found the highest point of the structure (without finishing 

materials), as measured continuously along a line bisecting the width of the lot, to be at an elevation 

of__________, based upon an elevation of __________ at existing grade.  Including the installation of 

_____ inches of finishing materials, the maximum height of the finished ridge will be ________ feet. 

 

I have reviewed the project plans bearing the approval stamp of the City of Redondo Beach, prepared by 

(architect or engineer)_________________________, and found that the finished ridge heights are in 

accordance with those plans. 

 
 
 
________________________________________  Date:_______________________ 
Signature of Licensed Land Surveyor or  
Engineer Licensed to Survey  
 
 
Registration Number:_______________________ 
 
 
Registration Stamp: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Project Developer:________________________. 

Phone #: _______________________. 
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