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DEIR comments

To whom it may concern: 

I am writing to register my dismay at the scope of the massive CenterCal waterfront project. The idea that our beautiful harbor is
scheduled to be packed with view‐blocking development containing too much retail in a region where malls are already plentiful and
face ongoing challenges is utterly insane. We do not want or need yet another hotel or a seaside movie theater in our community,
either.

And yes, it is a mall, shills claims notwithstanding. CenterCal builds nothing but malls, and companies do not invest $300 million
straying from their core competency.

Revitalization on our waterfront is going on right now, and should be allowed to continue in a coast and community‐friendly fashion.
As has been pointed out elsewhere, just some of those improvements include:

- Tarsans shop opened
- Expanded parking lot for Bay Club
-  $4.7M bike track and landscaping
- Shade Hotel nearing completion
- Parking lot at former Triton dirt lot
- Totally refurbished Redondo Hotel
- New ground floor interior for Crowne Plaza
- Portofino hotel refurbishment
- Portofino Marina replacement
- Refurbished all Seaside Lagoon facilities
- Meistrell Brothers Statue
- Extended hand launch boat ramp
- Harbor mooring field
- Seal barge
- Harbor Patrol building
- R10 restaurant
- Paddlehouse
- A Basq restaurant
- Slip bar and restaurant
- King Harbor Brewery tasting room
- Barney's Beanery
- Demolition of old octagonal building 
- Refurbishment of Redondo Landing
- Boat hoist refurbishment
- Refurbishment of Marina apartments
- Grant submission for new boat ramp
- Grant submission for Seaside Lagoon
- New management of Pier Plaza - now cash flow positive

We do not want a repeat in Redondo Beach of the negative impact a CenterCal mall has had on local small businesses in Tualatin, OR:

http://tualatinlife.com/new/wp‐content/uploads/2014/07/54‐CenterCal.pdf 

JC Conyne <jcconyne@gmail.com>

Mon 1/4/2016 12:29 PM

To:Katie Owston <Katie.Owston@redondo.org>;

http://tualatinlife.com/new/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/54-CenterCal.pdf
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Finally, I live in District 1, where our Council member must recuse himself from discussions on the waterfront development project‐‐the
Number 1 issue facing this city‐‐due to conflicts ﴾plural﴿ of interest. As such, I find him useless to his constituents and believe he is
making a mockery of the position. He should resign immediately. 

Please acknowledge receipt of these comments, and mark me down as a resounding "No!" on the matter of community "support" for
this ridiculous waterfront sellout and obscene, steroidal overdevelopment.

Kind regards,
John Conyne
1506 S. Catalina Ave.
Redondo Beach, CA 90277
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CenterCal’s Impact on Local Businesses
By  Judith Ericksen 
     Master Narayan has taught hundreds of 
kids and teens since he opened Taekwondo 
World in 1993.  He is kind and patient.  He 
is a true teacher.  He has wisely counseled his 
students to “not waste your time, your mind 

on the video games.  Get outside.  Exercise 
your body.  Be active.”  Also, “listen to your 
parents, they love you and want what is best 
for you.”  He helped raise many strong and 
confident young men and women, including 
my son and daughter.

Then I’ve had the privilege of knowing 
Yunna, the owner of Cheer Me Up 
Coffee.  Every Wednesday morning during 
Hazelbrook’s late start, my son and I would 
have a weekly breakfast date at Cheer Me 
Up.  Yunna knew what to make, our “usual”.  
Before we’d leave, she’d sneak a treat into Sam’s 
lunch for later.  I’ve had this time with Yunna 
and my first son starting in 2004, then with 
my daughter Sydney, then now with Sam.  
That equals nine years of standing breakfast 
dates with my children and Yunna.  She is a 
friend to many.

Tualatin has wonderful people who own 
small local business that have made our city 
feel close and intimate.  They helped create our 
community.  I’m sure each resident can tell a 
personal story connected to our downtown 
stores, their owners and their employees.

When the city announced that Cabela’s 
and New Season’s would replace Kmart, 
everyone was excited.  When they said that 
Jiggles would be plowed over, everyone was 
thrilled.  Since these were “cool” stores, not 
like Sherwood’s Walmart, no one thought 
anything about the other small businesses that 
would also be figuratively plowed over.  No 
one protested.  As soon as the ground broke, 
the rent went up drastically on most of the 
small businesses directly on it’s lot, across from 
Nyberg Woods, and then soon after, across the 
street next to Jack in the Box.  El Sol Latino, 
Perfect Ten Nails, Ace Dry Cleaners, and two 
other small shops have already closed their 
doors. Curves and Sylvan Learning Center 
have already moved. Once their leases expire 

this summer, Grampy’s,  Cheer Me Up, and 
TaeKwonDo World will have to decide to 
close or move.  Payless Shoe Source will close 
at the end of the year.  CenterCal might try to 
justify the sudden rent increase by saying that 
these existing businesses would benefit from 
the increase traffic flow and beautification; 
therefore, they could afford the substantial 
rent increases, but the rent was raised before 
the end of construction, sending some out 
of business before they could see any of these 
benefits.

CenterCal Properties manages all the 
property.  They have priced our small 
businesses out.  I am sad that the city did 
nothing to protect them.  I wish we would 
have done more to protect and keep them too.  
It was our responsibility as a community and 
we failed them.

I believe these hardworking people who 
have contributed so much to my family and to 
my city, deserve to recognized, respected and 
thanked.  

I appreciate you all.  I wish you could stay.  
Our community will miss you.  

 

Michael & Judith Ericksen are parents 
of four incredible children.  They 
have lived in Tualatin for 16 years.  
Their adult children are musicians 
and teachers; their other two attend 
Tualatin High School.  They like to ski/
snowboard, play whichever sport is in 
season, hike, bike, and spend as much 
time as possible on the coast.  

Publisher’s Note:   
When Judith and Michael Ericksen sent me an e-mail about the high volume of businesses 
closing as a result of the increased rents in our area, particularly with CenterCal tenants, I 
forwarded it to Centercal’s GM, Chad Hastings.  The gist of his reply is below.  There is a certain 
“survival of the fittest” that occurs in all retail, and perhaps that’s all there is to it, which Mr. 
Hastings alludes to, but there is also the point he brings up, that local consumers play a role in 
this by determining where to shop.  Could we, as local shoppers have made a difference?  Could 
our City Government have done anything to protect these smaller, locally owned businesses?  

Most people I speak to seem genuinely excited by the new retailers coming to our 
area as well as the makeover of the entryway to our city, but there is always a back 
story.  Hopefully this article from a local, caring family, along with the comments 
from CenterCal might enlighten all of us to both sides of this topic.   – JC

     “At CenterCal we ensure that the 
community gathering spaces we create are 
more than merely shopping centers, but 
are places to congregate and appreciate 
the beauty of Tualatin, which is why 
we include fountains, walking paths, 
statues, fire pits, beautiful landscaping 
and other amenities to our centers.

     Some local tenants have decided to vacate.  As with any business, some thrive and succeed and 
others do not.  This does not happen as a result or decision of the shopping center owner only, but 
is decided by customers and where they determine to shop.  We know that new tenants coming to 
Nyberg Rivers are highly anticipated and will provide an excellent opportunity for all of our shops 
to be showcased as an entryway into our beautiful City.   I also know that as a result of these highly 
anticipated tenants such as Cabela’s, New Seasons and Home Goods, our existing tenants will 
have the opportunity to capture increased traffic and new customers.  Our goal is to help facilitate 
a successfully operating center, where each of our customers and tenants alike can benefit from 
and reach any goals or aspirations they set for themselves.” 

– Chad Hastings, CSM - General Manager, Centercal Properties, chastings@centercal.com
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Water Front Project Draft Environmental Impact Report

Ms. Katie Owston….  Please confirm receipt.  Thanks…..   Greg Diete…. 310‐292‐9019 

   

Greg Diete <surfsidecubs38@gmail.com>

Tue 1/5/2016 3:44 PM

To:Katie Owston <Katie.Owston@redondo.org>;

Cc:Sean Scully <Sean.Scully@redondo.org>;

 4 attachments

Scan 1.pdf; Scan 2.pdf; Scan 3.pdf; Scan.pdf;
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Save little pier

Hi Katie, 

My family has been enjoying the little pier for decades. I take my 10 year old their to fish. I'd hate to see it go.  

Thanks, 
Steve Collins 
Lifelong Redondo Beach resident 

Steve Collins <steve@diligentmedia.com>

Sat 1/16/2016 12:05 PM

To:Katie Owston <Katie.Owston@redondo.org>;
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Support for the Waterfront Redevelopment

Hello Katie,

Assuming you are bombarded by these, I kept this simple. 

The reasons I am in favor of the Waterfront redevelopment presented by CenterCal:
• Show community support for the many business owners and boaters who are in favor of the redevelopment. 
• Bring back the residents who have stopped visiting the pier because it has deteriorated over the years.
• Avoid further deterioration of the parking structure and pier due to age and severe weather. 
• No reasonable alternative has been presented. 

Thank you.

Truly,
Christopher Kreidel
Redondo Beach, District 3

Christopher Kreidel <incadinka@mac.com>

Sat 1/16/2016 9:58 AM

To:Katie Owston <Katie.Owston@redondo.org>;
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I support the Waterfront Revitalization Project

I am a long time tax paying resident of the South Bay most recently 11 years in Redondo Beach. I love this community
and I fully support the Waterfront Revitalization Project.  
Our community needs this.   

Many Thanks, 

Donna Capraro 

Capraro, Donna <donnacap@ucla.edu>

Sat 1/16/2016 9:39 AM

To:Katie Owston <Katie.Owston@redondo.org>;
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Fwd: Waterfront

Katie,

Below is a comment we received that would be good for you to put on record as a Waterfront DEIR comment. 

Best,
Taylor

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Forwarded message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Jack Hall <jshall1988@gmail.com> 
Date: Tue, Jan 5, 2016 at 2:50 PM 
Subject: Waterfront 
To: info@thewaterfrontredondo.com 

We have recently moved to Redondo Beach and California not much before. Our decision was greatly based on access to the
waterfront area and coastline via walking. No one is against "renovation" of existing facilities however when you start building and
changing "right of ways", such as the proposed continuation of existing streets, it begins to effect residents negatively. We came from
one of the most well planned communities in south Florida ﴾Pelican Bay in Naples﴿, which prioritized "renovation" in the correct order
1‐environment 2‐residents 3‐everything else! We ask that this be considered and that the addition of ANY new public streets be
removed from the project. 

We Remain, Jack & Shanna Hall 

Sent from my iPhone 

Taylor Wolfson <taylor@thewaterfrontredondo.com>

Wed 1/6/2016 4:40 PM

To:Katie Owston <Katie.Owston@redondo.org>;

mailto:jshall1988@gmail.com
mailto:info@thewaterfrontredondo.com
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The Waterfront

Hi Katie,
Being a Realtor selling on the Esplanade for the past 36 years, I am thrilled at the proposal to finally make our
waterfront a positive addition to Redondo Beach.  For years I have not been able to point to the Pier as a selling point,
rather than a negative obstacle. What a world of difference this will mean for our wonderful City!  I fully support this
project!
'Redondo's Own', Mickey Turner
REMAX Estate Properties

Mickey Turner <tmickeyturner@cs.com>

Sat 1/16/2016 9:28 AM

To:Katie Owston <Katie.Owston@redondo.org>;
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Draft EIR

Comments: I support the project!
Subject: Parking Structure

The location of the parking structure was disappointing to the Redondo Beach Hotel. I would consider moving or modifying the
parking structure﴾s﴿, but not at the price of denying the project.

Respectfully submitted,

Yvonne Vick, MSOD 

VICK ASSOCIATES
211 Avenue E
Redondo Beach, CA 90277
310.489.9441 
310.792.1986 FAX
yvonnevick@gmail.com

Vick Yvonne <yvonnevick@gmail.com>

Sat 1/9/2016 1:12 PM

To:Katie Owston <Katie.Owston@redondo.org>;

mailto:yvonnevick@gmail.com
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Subject:  Comments on DEIR and Support for project 
From: Allen L. Vick, 211 Avenue E, allenlvick@gmail.com 
 
 
I attended the last DEIR meeting today and a large issue seems to be the new 
parking structure.  I have to admit it is massive.  Since the success of this project will 
be many compromises, I had a thought.  If the city would provide a variance to 
Center Cal to: 

1. Add an additional level to the pier parking structure when it is rebuilt. (386 
new stalls) 

2. Convert the third level of Plaza pier parking to parking and add an additional 
level for pedestrians and access to Czuleger Park. (166 new stalls) 

3. Leave ground level stalls at proposed new garage location. (252 new stalls) 
4. This provides approximately 804 new parking stalls which exceeds the 

proposed  new parking structure stalls of  757 stalls.  This is an estimate but I 
am sure an engineer can make it work if the city would provide a variance on 
height. 

 
This would eliminate the view blockage for the two hotels which generate revenue 
for the city and stills provides parking from both ends of the development.  The view 
from the pedestrian area would be much better because of the elevation.  The view 
from Harbor Dr. would be less obstructed.  It may partially block some views from 
the Condos behind the parking lot but that would be a minimal compromise.   
 
Even if this is not an option I still support the project going forward. 

mailto:allenlvick@gmail.com
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